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From bestselling author and actress Holly Robinson Peete--a heartwarming story about a boy who

happens to be autistic, based on Holly's son, who has autism."Charlie has autism. His brain works

in a special way. It's harder for him to make friends. Or show his true feelings. Or stay safe." But as

his big sister tells us, for everything that Charlie can't do well, there are plenty more things that he's

good at. He knows the names of all the American presidents. He knows stuff about airplanes. And

he can even play the piano better than anyone he knows.Actress and national autism spokesperson

Holly Robinson Peete collaborates with her daughter on this book based on Holly's 10-year-old son,

who has autism.
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Reason for Reading: My 9yo is autistic.Comments: Actress Holly Robinson Peete writes this picture

book along with her twelve-year-old daughter, Ryan, who is the fraternal twin of a brother with

autism. The story mirrors their real life and is told from the point of view of a little girl whose brother,

Charlie, is autistic. She describes how they are alike in looks and likes, then how they are different

in looks and likes with the major difference being that Charlie can get very quiet and sometimes not

talk. She then goes on to explain how her parents found out Charlie was autistic and what it is like to



have an autistic brother accentuating how he is like everyone else, but there are times for her when

it is difficult to have Charlie as a brother and other times when she wishes she could help him be

more like her. But then there are unique things about Charlie that make him who he is, like his

special way with animals and his shell collection.The book does a very good job on an elementary

level of describing an autistic child, showing that though they may be very quiet at times or sit and

play by themselves they are not different than other children. They have things they love to do and

want to play and have fun. They just need time for both. This book will help others relate to the

autistic child whether they be the parent, relative or friend by getting an inside glimpse into the daily

life of said child. Most of all the book celebrates family, togetherness and the many ways to say "I

love you" without always using the words. The book is well written bringing acceptance and dignity

showing this condition is not an illness but only a way of being.The artwork must be mentioned.

Shane W. Evans has created big, bright bold paintings that are pure joy to look at.
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